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May 12, 2025

Honourable Claire Johnson

Minister of Education and Early Childhood Development
P.O. Box 6000

Fredericton, NB E3B 5H1

Minister Johnson,

I am writing to express my grave concern about the recent directive from the Department of
Education for school districts to cut $43 million from their budgets. As Regional Executive
Vice President for PSAC Atlantic, | am particularly concerned for the workers at the school
districts, including the hundreds of members in the School Board Employees Union.

PSAC represents more than 21,000 workers in New Brunswick, and | am concerned for all
New Brunswickers and their families' ability to continue to access a high-quality, public
primary and secondary education. | am calling on your government to reverse these cuts
and recommit to investment in the education system.

| appreciate that your government is attempting to prioritize teaching positions with these
budget changes. Proper funding for skilled teachers is critical to a successful education,
but teachers require supports to do their jobs effectively. There have already been
members impacted by layoffs, including library staff. Teachers are already sounding the
alarm about the impact these cuts will have on literacy.

There are teams of people who work to keep schools safe and clean and add richness and
interest to education, making it engaging for all learners. Support staff also manage the IT
resources that allow our educators to stay up to date on the best education technologies.
Cuts to these services will have a negative impact on the ability of teachers to do their jobs.

I am asking you to recommit to investment in strong, well-funded public education in New
Brunswick.

| would welcome the opportunity to discuss this further with you and introduce you to
some of the staff who provide these critical supports in the education system.
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Sincerely,

Chris Di Liberatore
Regional Executive Vice-President, Atlantic

CC: Hon. René Legacy, Minister of Finance and Treasury Board
Alain Sirois, President, School Business Employees Union
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